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3.  MAYNWARING.

Sermon I1: JZccles. viii. 2.

To ingeminate again the parts of the text; i. Rex, a King:
and what is higher in heaven or earth than a King, God only
excepted? ... 2. Mandatum Regis : and what is stronger than
it ? ... 3- Obedience to this commandment : and what more
rightful, just and equal with men? What with God more
acceptable 1 . . .

Among all the powers that be ordained of God the regal is
most high, strong and large : . . . No power in the world or in
the hierarchy of the church can lay restraint upon these
supremes . . . Now to this high, large and most constraining
power of Kings, not only nature, but even God himself gives
from heaven most full and ample testimony, and that this
power is not merely human but superhuman and indeed no less
than a power divine . . . That sublime power therefore which
resides in earthly potentates is not a derivation or collection of
human power scattered among many and gathered into one
head, but a participation of God's own omnipotency, which he
never did communicate to any multitudes of men in the world,
but only and immediately to his own vicegerents . . .

The second point was Mandatum Regis ; the commandment
of the King . . . All the significations of a royal pleasure are,
and ought to be, to all loyal subjects in the nature and force of
a command . . . Nay, though any King in the world should
command flatly against the law of God, yet were his power no
otherwise at all to be resisted, but (for the not doing of his will
in that which is clearly unlawful) to endure with patience
whatsoever penalty his pleasure should inflict upon them who
in this case would desire rather to obey God than man . . . But
on the other side, if any King shall command that which stands
not in any opposition to the original laws of God, nature,
nations and the Gospel (though it be not correspondent in
every circumstance to laws national and municipal), no subject
may, without hazard of his own damnation in rebelling against
God, question or disobey the will and pleasure of his Sovereign.

1 Preached at Oatlanda, 4 July, 1627.